MINUTES

Of the Regular Meeting of the Eastern Carolina GIS Users Group

 Held the 9th day of November, 2005 at 10:00 A.M. in the conference room of the City of New Bern Planning Department, 248 Craven Street

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Rickard called the meeting to order.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION:

Mr. Rickard welcomed everyone that was able to attend the meeting and thanked those who came to speak. He introduced Arthur “Artie” Robinson and Scott Wolter both with the Charlotte office of Environmental System Research Institute (ESRI). Mr. Rickard thanked the City of New Bern for use of their conference room for the meeting.

INTRODUCTION TO GEODATABASE DESIGN: Scott Wolter, ESRI

Mr. Wolter discussed the basics of a Geodatabase. He stated that it was a physical store of geo-spatial data, or an organizational tool to store data. There are two types of geodatabases; Enterprise: multiple editors, stored in RDBMS, ArcSDE required, more for larger counties, and larger raster storage. The other geodatabase was Personal: Limited to 2 GB of Microsoft access. One user on one machine, has topology editing geared toward smaller sites.

Advantages of a geodatabase: single seamless database, raster storage, easier integration with other data, better data organization, enhanced edit tools, latest technology, better performance, and has a Windows look and feel – GUI.

ArcSDE: Application server – DBMS communicator between different software, users. Advantage: centralized spatial database, DBMS dependent, rapid spatial search, simultaneous access, multiple users.

Versioning data management: Customization, data integrity. Users are not editing the default version of data, but their own individual version.

Geodatabase stores all similar data to shapefile and networks, CAD survey, you can not edit coverages in a geodatabase. Feature dataset: Everything within an area, same spatial extent.

Example:

Geodatabase: All the data in a county

Feature Dataset: The Property Mapper’s data

Feature Class: Parcels

Subtypes: Example parcel: Property Line, County Line, Historic Lines.

Domains: Describe legal values of a field type, codes.

Topology: Different than in a coverage, determine integrated behavior of relationships and performs spatial functions of different types of data.

Validate: same as “clean” in ArcInfo. Allows exceptions example, must not overlap. Poster on ESRI website that shows all topology rules.

Migrating into a geodatabase, recommend hiring someone knowledgeable with geodatabase, especially with parcels.

COGO: Out of the box, built in to ArcGIS.

PARCEL EDITING IN A GEODATABASE: Arthur Robinson


Artie demonstrated editing parcels in a geodatabase.

COGO edit options. One time setup under COGO, Edit Options, setup units, then go to snapping and setup standards there. Use “create 2 point line feature – breaks up the line into sections, not one line.

Feature link anno-class: auto label new features.

Construct feature: creates new feature from a sketch.

Zipper task: ex. Match new lots to existing parcels when subdividing lots and using others data. This can be downloaded from ESRI’s website.

Make sure to download from ESRI developer samples to make sure you get all tools.

Map Book Editor: create map book sheets of your data, ex. Tax maps.

Arc Reader: Free download has to have ArcPress to publish maps and data to read in ArcReader. Make sure your PC can handle it first though.

MODEL BUILDER:
Data management tools, there are sample projects. Batch define coordinate systems.

Geoprocessing buttons. Information about all the features.

Under commands then arctoolbox then geoprocessing.

Model Builder: A way to create shortcuts of functions you may run a lot. Can drag and drop presetup functions into modelbuilder template, ex clip.

The model can then be exported into scripts or printed. Can also create a GUI from the model.

Mr. Johnson and Wolter remained to answer any technical questions attendees had.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Mr. Ricker stated that this group – Eastern NC Users group was a sub-group of NC Users Group. He encouraged anyone who was not a member to pay the $20 to join NCAUG.

He stated that SERUG conference was coming up in April 2006. It will be held in Jacksonville, FLA.

He stated that he would be getting with different counties, and cities to wrap up the data sharing agreements so that he could freely distribute data to other government agencies and not to private companies.

Mr. Wolter stated that the state had an enterprise contract with ESRI now. Through that anyone who worked for a governmental agency and attending a training class, at one of ESRI’s facilities could request a 10% discount. They just needed to mention it when registering.

Next meeting will be tentatively set for February 8th, time and place to be determined.

ArcGIS training. Similar to the ArcGIS I class held in August in Kinston the price for ArcGIS will be $350 and the price for II will be $450. Trying to organize free ArcGIS I and II class through a law enforcement grant. If anyone has anything to do with law enforcement and GIS contact Alex Ricker through ECCOG. First classes will probably be held in January and will be using ArcGIS 9.1.

ADJOURNMENT:

Mr. Rickard called the meeting adjourned.
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